
Realizing the Vision of Cultural Advancement, 13th Episode Emancipated Learning
Presents Indonesiana Channel

Jakarta, September 3, 2021 --- For the first time in Indonesia, the Ministry of Education,
Culture, Research, and Technology (Kemendikbudristek) presents a particular cultural media
channel called Indonesiana. This media channel aims to accommodate, integrate, and promote
the works and cultural expressions of the Indonesian people. Indonesiana Channel was launched
as Emancipated Learning Episode 13, named "Cultured Emancipated with Indonesiana
Channel". This channel can be accessed through the indonesiana.tv page, television broadcasts of
the Indihome network channel 200 (SD) and 916 (HD), as well as Facebook, Twitter, Instagram,
YouTube, and TikTok also the Indonesiana TV channel.

Minister of Education, Culture, Research, and Technology (Mendikbudristek) Nadiem Anwar
Makarim said that the Indonesiana Channel is one of the efforts to realize the vision of cultural
advancement, namely a happy Indonesia based on cultural diversity that educates, reconciles,
and prospers.

He explained that Indonesia was the first country in the world to have a Cultural Development
Index (GPA) to measure cultural advancement. In measuring the GPA, the aspects assessed are
cultural heritage, socio-cultural resilience, education, cultural economy, gender, literacy culture,
and cultural expression.

"The GPA score has increased from 2018 to 2019, but the value of aspects of cultural expression
is still low, namely 37.14 from a value range of 0 to 100. This is because the media that is a
means of learning, a forum for expression, and the interaction of Indonesian culture is still
limited. It is time for this nation to have a quality library of Indonesian cultural diversity," said
Minister of Education, Culture, Research, and Technology Nadiem Anwar Makarim at the virtual
launch of the 13th Episode Emancipated Learning, Friday (3/9).

Furthermore, he explained another reason why the Ministry of Education, Culture, Research, and
Technology presented the Indonesiana Channel. "The Ministry of Education, Culture, Research,
and Technology presents the Indonesiana Channel because there is no official media from
Indonesia that is a forum for international cultural diplomacy. The developed countries already
have integrated cultural media that are a means of cultural diplomacy," said the Minister of
Education, Culture, Research, and Technology.

The foreign cultural channels supported by the government in developed countries include
Arirang TV, which is supported by the Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism of South Korea,
and BBC Culture, which is a radio, television, film, website, and digital channel supported by the
UK State Secretariat for Economic Affairs, Digital, Media and Sports.

"If we seek to advance culture, we cannot rely on the old ways. For example, live performances
on stage or cultural parades. We must take advantage of technology that allows wider cultural
promotion," explained the Minister of Education, Culture, Research, and Technology.

Closing his presentation, Minister Nadiem emphasized the importance for Indonesia to have
cultural promotion media with character based on cooperation. "Indonesiana Channel partners



with the community, as well as actors and the arts and culture community, because community
participation is the key to creating an inclusive and relevant cultural channel also fostering a
sense of shared ownership of Indonesia's incredibly rich culture," he said.

Stimulating Cultural Expression and Promotion, Indonesiana Channel Gets Lots of
Support

With more than 17,000 islands, 1,300 ethnic groups, and 718 regional languages, Indonesia is a
resilient country that thrives on diversity. This is what becomes a shared spirit to present and take
advantage of the Indonesiana Channel.

The General Director (Dirjen) of Culture at the Ministry of Education, Culture, Research, and
Technology, Hilmar Farid, expressed his hope that the public would participate in developing and
utilizing the Indonesiana Channel. "Participation is expected to be as wide as likely, across all
channels. We want to see works and expressions and look for cool productions in all regions,"
said Hilmar.

He also invited the public to actively provide information related to the cultural works of
Indonesian artists. "So if the artists have works which want to be shown, they can be shown on
their respective media channels, just mention us on Indonesiana TV. It's on our Tiktok and
Twitter. The editor will contact you later. If it fits our concept, then we will be able to work
together immediately. So we need an active role from all of our friends," Hilmar urged.

For future development, Hilmar hopes that Indonesiana can be accessed as widely as possible.
"Now only through Indihome and the internet. However, we are aware that many do not have
access to it. Later it will be accessible through education units and communities that usually
organize watching activities together such as local cinemas. This is internal development," he
said. Meanwhile, for outbound development, Indonesiana is expected to be a platform that
promotes the diversity and richness of Indonesian culture to the international community. "So if
right here we can see shows from various countries, we also hope that Indonesian cultural
channels can be seen on cable TV channels abroad, it will be the target in 2022-2023," he said.

Also participating in the dialogue at the launch of the Thirteenth Episode of Emancipated
Learning: Cultured Emancipated with Indonesiana Channel was the Deputy Chair of
Commission X DPR RI, Hetifah Sjaifudian. Hetifah revealed the DPR efforts in supporting the
utilization of the Indonesiana Canal. She said one of the supports from the DPR is to make
regulations that become the legal umbrella in the effort to promote culture.

"The DPR makes regulations that are the legal umbrella. The Law for the Advancement of
Culture is already mandated. We also support the budget that must be increased continuously so
that many programs can be realized, one of which is Indonesiana. We all support it," she said.

Apart from Hetifah, cultural activists and dance maestro Didik Ninik Thowok also participated in
the dialogue, he experienced how difficult it was to find a quality forum for expression,
especially during the pandemic. He admits that the opportunity for Indonesian artists to get on
stage on television stations is limited. "The longing of Indonesian artists, including myself, to
express themselves will be realized in this Indonesiana channel," he said.



According to Didik, if the platform for expression through Indonesiana has been realized, then
the presence of a curator becomes necessary, especially curators who have experience and
network with artists in remote areas. "I will be able to visit other areas later," he said.

Representing young people, singer Vira Talisa believes that the information presented by
Indonesiana Channel will appeal to her generation. According to her, if a musical tradition can be
easily exposed and presented on television platforms, it will make it easier for the younger
generation to see various kinds of Indonesian culture that are very beautiful and magical. "I want
to see this musical tradition from home without a need to go there. What else, huh? What other
musical traditions are there throughout Indonesia? So there is curiosity and I want to watch the
program again at home with all the conveniences," said Vira.

She hopes that the younger generation of Indonesia will not lose their knowledge or stop
practicing Indonesian cultural traditions. "Don't let it break up in my generation and my friends
or in my parent's generation. Now the torch is with us, in the younger generation, in me and my
friends, artists, or other cultural actors," she said.

According to Vira, with technological advancements and high creativity, the younger generation
can utilize Indonesian cultural traditions in cool works and eventually become global consumers.
"For example, there are so many songs that take elements of traditional music, or we can insert a
little regional language or whatever," he said.

The Minister of State-Owned Enterprises (BUMN), Erick Thohir, also gave his support.
"Through the Telkom Group, I support the efforts of the Ministry of Education, Culture,
Research, and Technology to promote Indonesian culture through the Indonesiana Channel. For
the first time, we can provide access to the broadest expression of Indonesian culture. Not only to
the people in Indonesia but also to the world," he said.

Minister of Foreign Affairs Retno L.P. Marsudi also believes that the Indonesiana Channel
launching during this pandemic is very appropriate. "During the pandemic, Indonesian arts and
culture actors cannot freely express their works in public spaces. On the other hand, the wider
community also cannot enjoy the variety of Indonesian cultural arts directly. This limitation also
affects the work of cultural diplomacy that seeks to bring closer relations between countries
through the interaction of their people. Therefore, the presence of the Indonesiana channel can be
an important platform to penetrate these various limitations," she said.

From abroad, the Indonesiana Channel as a tool of cultural diplomacy, it's also received a
positive response. The support, among others, came from the Indonesian Ambassador to the
United Kingdom, Desra Believe; the Indonesian Ambassador to the Republic of China and
Mongolia, Djauhari Oratmangun; and the Indonesian Ambassador to New Zealand, Tantowi
Yahya. Ambassador Tantowi said the Indonesiana channel could expand access to cultural
literacy, space for expression, and cultural interaction.

Other stakeholders from various circles also gave support and appreciation at the launch of the
Thirteenth Episode Emancipated Learning: Cultured Emancipated with Indonesiana Channel.
They include the Governor of Central Java, Ganjar Pranowo; Solo Mayor, Gibran Rakabuming;
Composer Erwin Gutawa; Batak Cultural Activist, Ojax Manalu; Actors and Dancers, Nungki



Kusumastuti; Gamelan Music Dalang and Creator, Blacius Subono; Cultural Activist Fafa
Utami; Hartarti's choreographer; Neotraditional musician Ivan Nestorman; Gamelan Composer,
Songwriter, and Singer, Peni Candra Rini; Music Arranger Adra Karim; Performing Arts Stylist,
Inet Leimena; Artist Dolorosa Sinaga; Director and Screenwriter Rahabi Mandra; Actress Maudy
Kusnaedi; and several actors such as Chicco Jericho, Abimana, and Jeremy Thomas.
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